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MYCENAEAN AND SUBMYCENAEAN GREECE 

The Indo-European-speaking Greeks appeared with chariots and horses in the Greek peninsula around 
1 700 BC. Like their Minoan predecessors, neighbors, and later subjects, the Mycenaeans now bear a name that is 
modern and artificial, reflecting the principal archaeological site associated with their culture, Mycenae 
(.Mykenai) in the Argolis; if they answered to a collective name, it might have been the Bronze-Age equivalent to 
Homer’s Akhaians ( Akhaioi ). They established numerous fortified palace citadels, built bridges and roads, and 
designed increasingly elaborate tombs for the sumptuous burials of their rulers. Sophisticated Mycenaean culture 
flourished throughout southern and central Greece, as well as parts of Aetolia, Thessaly, and various islands as 
far as Crete and Rhodes after the decline of Minoan civilization. Although archaeologists have unearthed many 
decipherable documents composed in the Linear B syllabary, the political history of what we conventionally call 
Mycenaean Greece remains obscure. At the head of Mycenaean society stood the wanax ( wa-na-ka ), who was 
seconded by the lawagetas ( ra-wa-ke-ta ) and appointed regional governors called damokoros ( da-mo-ko-ro ) and 
koreter [ko-re-te-re)\ apparently below these ranked community chieftains called gwasileus ( qa-si-re-u ), the future 
basileus. How many wanaktes existed throughout Mycenean Greece is now unclear, although it is assumed that 
major palatial centers like Mycenae, Pylos, Thebes, and Knossos had their own. At least one of these was 
recognized as a fellow “great king” by the Hittite monarchs of Bronze Age Anatolia, who referred to the 
Mycenaeans as Ahhiyaiva, apparently corresponding to the Homeric Akhaioi. 

Later Greeks remembered some of the exploits of their Mycenaean predecessors and ancestors in the 
elaborate mythological tradition. Some of these myths, like that of the Seven against Thebes may reflect a 
memory of the extension of Mycenaean/Argive influence into central Greece, while others like the story of the 
Argonauts and some of the exploits of Herakles and Odysseus may recall the piracy perpetrated by Mycenaean 
chieftains against foreign shores. Chronologically and mythologically the Trojan War (which must have 
occurred sometime between c. 1150 and c.i 180 BC) appears to have been the swansong of Mycenaean Greece: 
after the return from Troy, ancient Greeks have few, if any, stories to tell about their former rulers. According to 
Ancient Greek tradition the chief powers of Bronze Age Greece fell victim to the influx of other Greek tribes 
like the Boiotians and Dorians (the latter group led by the exiled descendants of the Mycenaean prince 
Herakles), which were, from our point of view, rather less sophisticated. The archaeological evidence does not 
allow either complete faith or complete disbelief in the tradition, but the displacement of Greek dialects to their 
Iron-Age geographical distribution seems to corroborate the Greek tradition. With the destruction of the palace 
centers and the collapse of the upper levels of Mycenaean hierarchy in the 1100s BC, the scribes and their Linear 
B script disappeared, and Greece entered a “Dark Age” that would last for almost five centuries. 

The lists that follow are merely compilations of the historical, genealogical, and chronological data supplied 
by later Greek tradition (most notably the works of Homer, Herodotos, Diodoros, Pausanias, Apollodoros, 
Eusebios, and Georgios Synkellos). Its worth should not be overestimated or, for that matter, underestimated; 
although Greek authors variously elaborated or rationalized elements of the tradition, they regarded most of it as 
virtually indistinguishable from what we would regard as the historical past. Alleged divine agency and the 
backwards projection of later political developments clearly distorted the tradition, as did the natural loss of 
information and its artificial replenishing by later authors. Some of the “king lists” may be no more than the 
patriarchal pedigree of a royal family, and not all of its members need have ruled; conversely, they might not 
include all rulers. The frequency of succession through marriage in the later Greek traditions has led to a 
suggestion that, possibly under Minoan influence, Mycenaean Greek succession revolved around a female 
dynastic line; yet this can hardly have been the case everywhere and at all times, as it is contradicted by ample 
examples to the contrary, not all of which can be explained away. 

In the list below gods are marked by *, but mortal parentage is given preference where available. Dates 
should be considered traditional and unlikely to be accurate except by coincidence. The late traditions of 
“submycenaean” monarchies are also flawed and all-too-frequently suspect in their details. Ancient 
chronographers like Eusebios of Caesarea came to follow or adapt Apollodoros, Kastor of Rhodes and 
Eratosthenes of Cyrene in producing a chronology approximately as follows; this seems to have relied, however, 
on an unrealistically long span of forty years per generation (too many years and too few generations, and yet 
seemingly not reaching far enough into the past), and disagreed with earlier estimates (like the Marmor Parium, 
which dated the fall of Troy to 1109/8 BC instead of the “traditional” 1184/3 BC, or Ephoros, who dated the 
Return of the Herakleidai to 1069 BC instead of the “traditional” 1104 BC). A glaring example of internal 
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inconsistency in what became the common system is placing the arrival of the Herakleidai in 1104 BC but the 
first Neleid king of Athens (his family driven out of Messenia by the Herakleidai) in 1127 BC. All dates are BC. 

Basic Chronological Scheme of Later Greek Chronographers 
1753/2 Inahhos becomes the first king of Argos 
1301/0 Danaos becomes king of Argos 

1209/8 Atreus becomes king of Argos (or rather Mycenae) 

1184/3 The Fall of Troy in the reign of Agamemnon 
1124/3 The Boeotian Migration from Thessaly into Boeotia 

1104/3 The Return of the Herakleidai among the Dorian Migration into the Peloponnese 
1044/3 The Ionian Migration to Anatolia (Asia Minor) 

885/4 The Regency of Lykourgos at Lakedaimon (Sparta) 

777/6 The First Olympiad 

AETOLIA (AITOLIA) in western Greece 

Aiolid Line of Aitolos 

Aitolos ... son of Endymion of Elis 
Pleuron ... son of Aitolos 
Kalydon ... son of Aitolos 

Agenor ... son of Pleuron; husband ofEpikaste, daughter of Kalydon 
Porthaon ... son of Agenor and Epikaste 
Oineus ... son of Porthaon; deposed 
Agrios ... son of Porthaon; deposed 
Andraimon ... husband of Gorgo, daughter of Oineus 
[Trojan War] Thoas ... son of Andraimon and Gorgo 
Haimon ... son of Thoas 

[Herakleidai] Oxylos ... son of Haimon; deposed 
(unclear succession) 

ARGOLIS in the eastern Peloponnese: Argos, Tiryns, Mycenae 
ARGOS 

Line of Inakhos 

Inakhos 

Phoroneus ... son of Inakhos 
Apis ... son of Phoroneus 

Argos ... son of *Zeus by Niobe, daughter of Phoroneus 

Peirasos ... son of Argos 1 

Phorbas ... son of Argos 2 

Triopas ... son of Phorbas 

Iasos ... son of Triopas 

Krotopos ... son of Agenor, son of Triopas 

Sthenelas ... son of Krotopos 

Gelanor ... son of Sthenelas 

1 It is unclear whether he reigned. 

2 Or son of Kriasos, son of Argos. 
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Line of Danaos and Aigyptos 

Danaos ... son ofBelos, descendant of 16 , daughter of Iasos 

Lynkeus ... husband of Hypermnestra, daughter of Danaos; son of Aigyptos, son ofBelos 
Abas ... son of Lynkeus and Hypermnestra 
Akrisios ... son of Abas 

Megapenthes ... son of Proitos of Tiryns, son of Abas 
Anaxagoras ... son of Megapenthes 3 
Alektor ... son of Anaxagoras 
[The Seven] Iphis ... son of Alektor 

[Trojan War] Sthenelos ... son of Kapaneus 4 by Euadne, daughter of Iphis 
Kylarabes ... son of Sthenelos 
(to Orestes of Mycenae) 

Aiolid Line ofMelampons 

Melampous ... married Iphianeira, daughter of Megapenthes 5 ; son of Amythaon, son of 
Kretheus of Iolcus 
Antiphates ... son of Melampous 
Oikles ... son of Antiphates 
[The Seven] Amphiaraos ... son of Oikles 
[Trojan War] Amphilokhos ... son of Amphiaraos; abdicated 
(to Kylarabes of Argos) 

Aiolid Line of Bias 

Bias ... husband of Iphianassa, daughter of Megaphenthes 6 ; brother of Melampous 
Talaos ... son of Bias by Pero, daughter of Neleus of Pylos 
[Seven] Adrastos ... son of Talaos 

[Trojan War] Diomedes ... son of Tydeus 7 by Deipyle, daughter of Adrastos; abdicated 
Kyanippos ... son of Aigialeus, 8 son of Adrastos 
(to Kylarabes of Argos) 

TIRYNS AND MYCENAE (MYKENAI), THEN ARGOS 
Line of Danaos and Aigyptos 

Proitos ... son of Abas of Argos 
Megapenthes ... son of Proitos; to Argos 

Perseus ... son of Proitos 9 by Danae, daughter of Akrisios of Argos, brother of Proitos 
Elektryon ... son of Perseus 
Sthenelos ... son of Perseus 
[Herakles] Eurystheus ... son of Sthenelos 
Line of Pelops 

Atreus ... brother of Nikippe, mother of Eurystheus; son of Pelops of Elis 

3 So in Diodoros; given as son of Argeios, son of Megapenthes in Pausanias, but “Argeios” may be a mistake from 
the adjective “Argive.” 

4 Given as son of Alektor in Pausanias, but as son of Hipponoos, son of Anaxagoras in Apollodoros. 

5 So in Diodoros and Pausanias, but given as husband of Iphianassa, daughter of Proitos in Apollodoros. 

6 So in Diodoros and Pausanias, but given as husband of Lisippe, daughter of Proitos in Apollodoros. 

7 Son of Oineus of Aetolia. 

8 So in Pausanias; but Kyanippos is given as son of Adrastos in Apollodoros. 

9 Perseus is often given as the son of *Zeus by Danae, daughter of Akrisios. 
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Thyestes ... brother of Atreus 

[Trojan War] Agamemnon ... son of Pleisthenes, IO son of Atreus 

(1183 — ?) Aigisthos ... son of Thyestes by his own daughter Pelopia 

Aletes ... son of Aigisthos 
Orestes ... son of Agamemnon 
[Herakleidai] Tisamenos ... son of Orestes; deposed 
Herakleid Line of Temenos at Argos 

(1104—?) Temenos ... son of Aristomakhos, son ofKleodaios, son of Hyllos, son of Herakles, son of 
Amphitryon, 11 son of Alkaios, son of Perseus 
Deiphontes ... husband of Hyrnetho, daughter of Temenos; son of Antimakhos, son of 
Thrasyanor, son of Ktesippos, son of Herakles 
Keisos ... son of Temenos 
Medon 11 ... son of Keisos 
Thestios ... son of Medon 
Akoos ... son of Thestios 
Aristodamidas ... son of Akoos 13 
:748: Pheidon I ... son of Aristodamidas 14 

1724 Eratos ... son of (?) Pheidon I 13 
:668 Damokratidas ... son of (?) Eratos 16 

Pheidon II ... son of (?) Damokratidas 17 
:c.57o: Lakedas' 8 ... son of Pheidon II 

Meltas ... son of Lakedas; deposed 

(the Herakleid hereditary lifelong basileia abolished c. 530 19 ) 


10 Agamemnon and his brother Menelaos of Sparta are often given as sons of Atreus. 

11 Herakles is often given as the son of *Zeus by Amphitryon’s wife Alkmene, daughter of Elektryon. 

11 The name is given by Satyros as Maron. 

13 An alternative pedigree given by Theopompos gives Aristodamidas as the son of Merops, son of Thestios, son 
of Kissios, son of Temenos: Diodoros 7.17. The pedigree given here follows Satyros fr. 21, since it matches more 
closely Ephoros’ information that the last Argive basileus (of the Herakleid line at any rate) was Meltas, the 1 o th 
in descent from Medon: Pausanias 2.19.2. 

14 Pausanias 6.22.2 states that Pheidon of Argos usurped the celebration of the 8 th Olympic Games (748 BC); a 
frequent modern emendation to the 28 th Olympic Games (668 BC) is unwarranted. Other given dates include 
895 BC (Parian Marble) and 796 BC (Eusebios). 

13 Pausanias 2.36.4-5, 4.13.7, states that Eratos of Argos took Asine before the end of the First Messenian War, 
which he dates to 744—724 BC. 

16 Pausanias 4.24.4, 4.3 5.2, states that Damokratidas of Argos took Nauplia before the end of the Second 
Messenian War, which he dates to 685—668 BC. 

17 Since Pheidon, son of Aristodamidas, cannot be the 10 th in descent from Temenos (being the 7 th ), it can be 
assumed that Pheidon, the father of Lakedas and grandfather of Meltas, was a second king named Pheidon. The 
gap of two generations between the resulting kings named Pheidon can be filled plausibly enough by the 
historically attested but genealogically unplaced kings Eratos and Damokratidas who ruled sometime in the 
period c.745— 670 BC. That more than one king was named Pheidon and that some further generations are 
missing from the traditional (and imperfectly preserved) account of Argive kings is probable on other grounds. 

18 The name is given by Herodotos as Leokedes; the approximate date is inferred from his suit for the hand of 
Agariste, daughter of the tyrant Kleisthenes of Sicyon. 

14 On the extinction of the Herakleid kings, one Aigon was chosen basileus of Argos; a Melantas was basileus, 
perhaps as an annual official, c.450 BC; the diminished office of basileus seems to have been abolished by 418 BC. 
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ARCADIA (ARKADIA) 

Autochthonotcs Line 

Pelasgos 

Lykaon ... son of Pelasgos 
Nyktimos ... son of Lykaon 

Arkas ... son of *Zeus by Kallisto, daughter of Lykaon 
Azan ... son of Arkas 
Kleitor ... son of Azan 
Aipytos I... son of Elatos, son of Arkas 
Aleos ... son of Apehidas, son of Arkas 
[Herakles] Lykourgos ... son of Aleos 
[Hyllos] Ekhemos ... son of Aeropos, son of Kepheus, son of Aleos 
[Trojan War] Agapenor ... son of Ankaios, son of Lykourgos; to Paphos in Cyprus 

Hippothoos ... son of Kerkyon, son of Agamedes, son of Stymphalos, brother of Aipytos I 
Aipytos II ... son of Hippothoos 
[Herakleidai] Kypselos ... son of Aipytos II 
Holaias ... son of Kypselos 
Boukolion ... son of Holaias 10 
Phialos ... son of Boukolion 
Simos ... son of Phialos 
Pompos ... son of Simos 
Aiginetes ... son of Pompos 
Polymestor ... son of Aiginetes 
:743: Aikhmis ... son of Briakas, son of Aiginetes 

Aristokrates I ... son of Aikhmis 
Hiketas ... son of Aristokrates I 
?—683 Aristokrates II ... son of Hiketas 

(basileia abolished 683 11 ) 

ATHENS (ATHENAI) in central Greece 

Autochthonous Lines 

Aktaios 

Kekrops I ... husband of Aglauros, daughter of Aktaios 
Kranaos 

Amphiktyon ... husband of Kranae, daughter of Kranaos; son of Deukalion 

Erikhthonios ... son of "Hephaistos by Atthis, daughter of Kranaos 

Pandion I ... son of Erikhthonios 

Erekhtheus ... son of Pandion I 

Kekrops II ... son of Erekhtheus 11 

Pandion II ... son of Kekrops II 15 ; deposed; to Megara 

10 It appears that several generations are missing from the pedigree of Arcadian kings, possibly between Holaias 
and Boukolion or Boukolion and Phialos. 

11 Dates follow Pausanias. 

11 Kekrops II is given as the brother of Erekhtheus by Eusebios. 

1! Pandion II is given as the son of Erekhtheus by Eusebios. 
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Eupalamos ... son ofMetion, son of Erekhtheus 

Aigeus ... son of Pandion II 
[The Seven] Theseus ... son of Aigeus; deposed 

[Trojan War] Menestheus ... son of Peteos, son of Orneus, son of Erekhtheus; abdicated; to Melos 
(1183 — 1150) Demophon ... son ofTheseus 
(1150—1136) Oxyntes ... son of Demophon 
(1136—1135) Apheidas ... son of Oxyntes 
(1135 —1127) Thymoites ... son of Oxyntes; abdicated 
Aiolid Line of Nelens 

(1127—1090) Melanthos ... son of Andropompos, son of Boros, son of Penthilos, son of Periklymenos, son 
ofNeleus of Pylos 

(1090—1070) Kodros ... son of Melanthos; traditionally the last basileus 

(1070—1049) Medon ... son of Kodros; traditionally the first perpetual arkhon 

(1049—1013) Akastos ... son of Medon 
(1013—994) Arkhippos ... son of Akastos 
(994—953) Thersippos ... son of Arkhippos 
(953—922) Phorbas ... son of Thersippos 
(922—892) Megakles ... son of Phorbas 
(892—864) Diognetos ... son of Megakles 
(864—845) Pherekles ... son of Diognetos 
(845—825) Ariphron ... son of Pherekles 
(825—798) Thespieus ... son of Ariphron 
(798—778) Agamestor ... son of Thespieus 
(778—755) Aiskhylos ... son of Agamestor 
(755—753) Alkmaion ... son of Aiskhylos 
(753 —743) Kharops ... traditionally the first decennial arkhon 

(743—733) Aisimides ... son of Aiskhylos 
(y 3 3—723) Kleidikos ... son of Aisimides 
(723—713) Hippomenes 
(713—703) Leokrates 
(703—693) Apsandros 
(693—683) Eryxias 

(annual arkhon ship beginning with Kreon 683 14 ) 

BOEOTIA (BOIOTIA) in central Greece: Orchomenus and Thebes 

ORCHOMENUS (ORKHOMENOS) 

Aiolid Line of Athamas 

Athamas ... son of Aiolos; associated with Andreus 

Haliartos & Koronos ... son of Thersandros, son of Sisyphos of Corinth, brother of Athamas; 
abdicated 

Presbon ... son of Phrixos, son of Athamas 

Klymenos ... son of Presbon 
[Herakles] Erginos ... son of Klymenos 

Aktor ... son of Azeus, son of Klymenos 

[Trojan War] Askalaphos & Ialmenos ... sons of *Ares by Astyokhe, daughter of Aktor 
24 Dates follow Kastor of Rhodes, as reproduced in Eusebios’ Chronicle. 
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Autochthonotis Line of Andreus 

Andreus ... husband of Euippe, daughter of Leukon, son of Athamas; son of*Peneios 
Eteokles ... son of Andreus 
(to Almos of Orchomenus) 

Aiolid Line of Almos 

Almos ... son of Sisyphos of Corinth, brother of Athamas; associated with Eteokles 

Phlegyas ... son of *Ares by Khryse, daughter of Almos 

Khryses ... son of *Poseidon by Khrysogeneia, daughter of Almos 

Minyas ... son of Khryses 

Orkhomenos ... son of Minyas 

(to Klymenos of Orchomenus) 

THEBES (THEBAI) 

Lines of Kadmos and the Spartai 

Kadmos ... son of Agenor; abdicated 

(Pentheus ... son of Ekhion by Agaue, daughter of Kadmos; regent) 

Polydoros ... son of Kadmos 

(Nykteus ... father of Nykteis, widow of Polydoros; son of Khthonios; regent) 

(Lykos ... brother of Nykteus; regent) 

Labdakos ... son of Polydoros 
(Lykos ... regent again) 

Amphion ... son of Epopeus of Sicyon/Corinth 15 by Antiope, daughter of Nykteus 
Laios ... son of Labdakos 

(Kreon ... brother of Epikaste, widow of Laios; son ofMenoikeus, son of Oklasos, son of 
Pentheus; regent) 

Oidipous ... son of Laios; abdicated 
Eteokles ... son of Oidipous 
(Kreon ... regent again) 

Laodamas ... son of Eteokles 
Thersandros ... son of Polyneikes, son of Oidipous 
(Peneleos ... son of Hippalkimos; regent) 

Tisamenos ... son of Thersandros 
Autesion ... son of Tisamenos; deposed 
Line of Hippalkimos 

Damasikhthon ... son of Opheltes, son of Peneleos 
Ptolemaios ... son of Damasikhthon 
(?—1127) Xanthos ... son of Ptolemaios 
(basileia abolished 1117 16 ) 


[The Seven] 
[The Seven] 
[The Seven] 
[Trojan War] 
[Trojan War] 


Amphion’s father is often given as *Zeus. 

16 The date follows the Athenian kinglist of Kastor of Rhodes, as the death of Xanthos coincides with the 
accession of Melanthos at Athens. 
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CORINTH (KORINTHOS) in the northeastern Peloponnese 

Line of Aietes and successors 

Aietes ... son of "Helios; abdicated; to Colchis 
Bounos ... son of‘Hermes and Alkidameia 
Epopeus ... son of Aloeus, son of‘Helios 
Marathon ... son of Epopeus; abdicated 
Korinthos ... son of Marathon 
[Argonauts] Kreon ... son of Lykaithos 
Aiolid Line of Sisyphos 

[Aigeus] Sisyphos ... son of Aiolos 
[Theseus] Ornytion ... son of Sisyphos 
Thoas ... son of Ornytion 
Damophon ... son of Ornytion 
Propodas ... son of Damophon 
[Herakleidai] Doridas & Hyanthidas ... sons of Propodas 
Herakleid Line of Aietes (Bakkhiadai) 

(1073 — 1035) Aietes ... son of Hippotas, son of Phylas, son of Antiokhos, son of Herakles 17 
(1035—997) Ixion ... son of Aietes 18 
(997—960) Agelas I... son of Ixion 
(960—915) Prymnis ... son of Agelas I 
(915—890) Bakkhis ... son of Prymnis 19 
(890—860) Agelas II ... son of Bakkhis 
(860—835) Eudemos ... son of Agelas II 
(835—800) Aristomedes 30 ... son of Eudemos 
(800—784) Agemon ... son of Eudemos 
(784—759) Alexandras ... son of (?) Agemon 
( 759 — 747 ) Telestes ... son of Aristomedes 

(basileia abolished; rule of annual prytaneis starting with Automenes 747, until the tyranny of 
Kypselos beginning in 657 31 ) 


17 The reign-length of Aietes is given variously as 3 8 or 3 5 years by Eusebios. 

18 The reign-length of Ixion is given variously as 38 or 37 years by Eusebios. 

19 It appears that several generations are missing from the pedigree of Corinthian kings, possibly sometime before 
Bakkhis, as the latter became the eponym of the royal dynasty, the Bakkhiadai. 

30 The name is given by Pausanias as Aristodemos. 

31 The list of kings and their dates follow Diodoros as reproduced by Eusebios’ Chronicle; note that Eusebios’ 
account has been taken to imply that the kings of Corinth reigned for a total of 3 57 years (447 years — 90 years 
of Bakkhiad/>ryta»m), but the reign-lengths he records add up to only 311/316 years. The discrepancy could 
reflect the loss of a king (in fact more than one generation might be missing from the traditional pedigree) or a 
later beginning of the Herakleid kingship in Corinth than elsewhere; the implication of 447 years of Herakleid 
rule at Corinth is not absolutely necessary, as the time-span indicates only the temporal distance between the 
Return of the Herakleidai (not their takeover of Corinth) and the end of Herakleid kingship and then oligarchic 
presidency at Corinth. Strangely, Eusebios and Hieronymus dated the Corinthian kings to 1101—779 BC, while 
at the same time placing the Return of the Herakleidai in 1098 BC! 
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CRETE (KRETE) 

Line of Doros 

Tektamos ... son of Doros, son of Hellen, son of Deukalion 31 
Asterios ... son of Tektamos 

Minos I ... husband of Krete, daughter of Asterios; son of Asterios’ wife Europe by *Zeus 
Lykastos ... son of Minos I 
[Aigeus] Minos II ... son of Lykastos 
[Theseus] Deukalion ... son of Minos II 
Katreus ... son of Minos II 

[Trojan War] Idomeneus ... son of Katreus; deposed 
Leukos ... usurper; son of Talaos 
(unclear succession) 

ELIS (ELIS) in the northwestern Peloponnese 

Aiolid Line ofAethlios 

Aethlios ... son of Aiolos 33 by Protogeneia, daughter of Deukalion 
Endymion ... son ofAethlios 
Epeios ... son of Endymion 
Aitolos ... son of Endymion; deposed; to Aetolia 
Eleios I ... son of‘Poseidon by Eurykyde, daughter of Endymion 
[Herakles] Augeas ... son of Eleios I 34 ; deposed 
Phyleus ... son of Augeas; abdicated 
Augeas ... restored 
Agasthenes ... son of Augeas 
[Trojan War] Polyxenos ... son of Agasthenes 

Amphimakhos ... son of Polyxenos 
Eleios II ... son of Amphimakhos 
Aiolid Line of Aitolos 

[Herakleidai] Oxylos ... son of Haimon, son of Thoas, son of Andraimon by Gorge, daughter of Oineus, son 
of Porthaon, son of Agenor, son of Pleuron, son of Aitolos 
Laias ... son of Oxylos 
(basileia abolished?) 

Line of Pyttios 

Amarynkeus ... son of Pyttios; associated by Augeas 
[Trojan War] Diores ... son of Amarynkeus 
(unclear succession) 

Line of Phorbas 

Aktor ... son of Phorbas by Hyrmine, daughter of Epeios 
Eurytos & Kteatos ... sons of Aktor 
[Trojan War] Thalpios ... son of Eurytos 

31 That Crete had Dorian kings in the Bronze Age is obviously a misplaced reflection of Iron-Age realities. 

33 Aethlios’ father is often given as ‘Zeus. 

34 Augeas’ father is often given as ‘Helios. 
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[Trojan War] Amphimakhos ... son of Kteatos 
(unclear succession) 

LACONIA (LAKONIKE) in the southeastern Peloponnese: Lakedaimon/Sparta 

Autochthonotis Line 

Lelex 

Myles ... son of Lelex 
Eurotas ... son of Myles 

Lakedaimon ... husband of Sparte, daughter of Eurotas; son of *Zeus by Taygete 
Amy Idas ... son of Lakedaimon 
Argalos ... son of Amyklas 
Kynortas ... son of Amyklas 
Oibalos ... son of Kynortas 
Tyndareos ... son of Oibalos; deposed 
[Herakles] Hippokoon ... son of Oibalos 
Tyndareos ... restored 

Kastor & Polydeukes ... sons of Tyndareos 55 
Pelopid House of Atreus 

[Trojan War] Menelaos ... husband of Helene, daughter of Tyndareos; son of Pleisthenes, son of Atreus of 
Mycenae 

Orestes ... husband of Hermione, daughter of Menelaos; son of Agamemnon of Mycenae 
[Herakleidai] Tisamenos ... son of Orestes; deposed 
Herakleid Line of Aristodamos in Sparta 

(1104—?) Eurysthenes & Prokles ... sons of Aristodamos, son of Arkhidamos, son of Kleodaios, son of 
Hyllos, son of Herakles 
(for later kings, see Sparta 56 ) 

MEGARA in central Greece 

Variotis Lines 

Lelex 

Kleson ... son of Lelex 
Pylas ... son of Kleson 

Pandion ... married daughter of Pylas; son ofKekrops II of Athens 
[Aigeus] Nisos ... son of Pandion 

Megareus ... husband of Iphinoe, daughter of Nisos; son of *Poseidon 
[Theseus] Alkathoos ... husband of Euaikhme, daughter of Megareus; son of Pelops of Elis 
[Trojan War] Aias ... son of Telamon by Periboia, daughter of Alkathoos 
Hyperion ... son of Agamemnon of Mycenae 
(basileia abolished?) 

55 Kastor and Polydeukes’ father is often given as *Zeus, and they are referred to as the Dioskouroi (“Zeus’ Lads”); 
it is unclear whether they were believed to have reigned in Sparta. 

56 It appears that several generations are missing from the pedigrees of Spartan kings, possibly between the twins 
Eurysthenes and Prokles and their descendants Agis I and Eurypon, who became the eponyms of the two 
Spartan royal lines, the Agiadai and Eurypontidai. Eusebios’ Chronicle supplies even more unrealistically long 
periods of reign (than usual) for Spartan kings between the Return of the Herakleidai and the First Olympiad, 
and yet omits a further one or two generations from one royal line. 
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MESSENIA (MESSENE) in the southwestern Peloponnese 

Aiolid Line of Kynortas 

Perieres ... son of Kynortas; husband of Gorgophone, daughter of Perseus 
Aphareus & Leukippos ... sons of Perieres 
Idas & Lynkeus ... sons of Aphareus 
(to Pylos) 

PYLOS, then MESSENIA 

Aiolid Line 

[Herakles] Neleus ... son of Kretheus of Iolcus 57 by Tyro, daughter of Salmoneus, son of Aiolos, son of 
Hellen 

[Trojan War] Nestor ... son of Neleus 

Thrasymedes ... son of Nestor 
Sillos ... son of Thrasymedes 
[Herakleidai] Alkmaion ... son of Sillos; deposed j8 
Herakleid Line of Kresphontes in Messenia 

(1104—?) Kresphontes ... son of Aristomakhos, son of Kleodaios, son of Hyllos, son of Herakles 
Polyphontes ... usurper; married Merope, widow of Kresphontes 
Aipytos ... son of Kresphontes 
Glaukos ... son of Aipytos 59 
Isthmios ... son of Glaukos 
Dotadas ... son of Isthmios 
Sybotas ... son of Dotadas 
Phintas ... son of Sybotas 
Antiokhos & Androkles ... sons of Phintas 
:743—730 Euphaes ... son of Antiokhos 
730—714 Aristodemos ... descendant of Aipytos 
714—685 (to Sparta) 

685—668 Aristomenes ... son of Nikomedes, descendant of Aipytos 
(to Sparta 668 4 °) 

PISA in southern Elis 

Various Lines 

Pisos ... son of Perieres of Messenia 
Oinomaos ... son of Alxion 

Pelops ... married Hippodameia, daughter of Oinomaos; son of Tantalos 
(unclear succession) 


57 Neleus’ father is often given as *Poseidon. 

58 The succession after Nestor is unclear: Thrasymedes seems to have been the eldest surviving son, so the list 
includes him and his heirs down to the Return of the Herakleidai. 

59 It appears that several generations are missing from the pedigree of Messenian kings, possibly between Aipytos 
and Glaukos. 

40 The list and dates follow Pausanias. 
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SICYON (SIKYON) in the northeastern Peloponnese 

Autochthonotis Line and successors 
Aigialeus 

Europs ... son of Aigialeus 
Telkhis ... son of Europs 
Apis ... son of Telkhis 
Thelxion ... son of Apis 
Aigyros ... son of Thelxion 
Thourimakhos ... son of Aigyros 
Leukippos ... son of Thourimakhos 

Peratos ... son of "Poseidon by Kalkhinia, daughter of Leukippos 41 
Plemnaios ... son of Peratos 
Orthopolis ... son of Plemnaios 

Koronos ... son of "Apollon by Khrysorthe, daughter of Orthopolis 41 

Korax ... son of Koronos 

Epopeus ... son of Aloios, son of Helios 

Lamedon ... son of Koronos 

Sikyon ... husband of Zeuxippe, daughter of Lamedon; son of Marathon, son of Epopeus 45 
Polybos ... son of "Hermes by Khthonophyle, daughter of Sikyon 
[The Seven] Adrastos ... son of Talaos of Argos by Lysianassa, daughter of Polybos; abdicated; to Argos 44 
Ianiskos ... descendant of Klytios, father of Lamedon’s wife Pheno 

Herakleid Lines 

Phaistos ... son of Herakles; abdicated 
Zeuxippos ... son of‘Apollon and Syllis 45 
[Trojan War] Hippolytos ... son of Ropalos, son of Phaistos 
Lakestades ... son of Hippolytos 

[Herakleidai] Phalkes ... son of Temenos of Argos; associated by Lakestades 
Regnidas ... son of Phalkes 46 
(unclear succession or abolition of the basileia 47 ) 

THESSALY (THESSALIA) in northeastern Greece: Iolcus and Pherae 
IOLCUS (IOLKOS) 

Aiolid Line 

Kretheus ... son of Aiolos, son of Hellen, son of Deukalion 
Aison ... son of Kretheus; deposed 
[Argonauts] Pelias ... son of Kretheus 48 
Akastos ... son of Pelias 

41 Eusebios’ Chronicle inserts Messapos between Leukippos and Peratos, whom it calls Eratos. 

41 Eusebios’ Chronicle replaces Koronos with Marathonios, Marathos, and Ekhyreus. 

45 Alternately Sikyon is given as the son of Metion, son of Erekhtheus of Athens. 

44 Eusebios’ Chronicle inserts Inakhos and Phaistos between Polybos and Adrastos. 

45 Eusebios’ Chronicle replaces Ianiskos and Phaistos (the latter having been moved before Adrastos) with 
Polypheides and Pelasgos. 

46 Regnidas is attested more as conqueror of Phleious than as king of Sicyon. 

457 The list follows Pausanias. 

48 Pelias is often given as the son of "Poseidon by Kretheus’ wife Tyro, daughter of Aiolos’ son Salmoneus. 



Aiolid Line 
[Argonauts] 

[Trojan War] 
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Thessalos ... son of Iason, son of Aison 
Antiphos ... son of Thessalos 
(unclear succession) 

PHERAE (PHERAI) 

Pheres ... son of Kretheus of Iolcus 
Admetos ... son of Pheres 

Eumelos ... son of Admetos by Alkestis, daughter of Pelias of Iolcus 
Zeuxippos ... son of Eumelos 
Armenios ... son of Zeuxippos 
(unclear succession) 



